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TRUSTEES'    REPORT 


To  his  Excellency,  P.  H.  Leslie,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky y 

and  to  the  G-eneral  Assembly  of  Kentucky : 

Gentlemen:  The  past  two  years  have  witnessed  a  most  remarkable  ac- 
tivity among  all  those  interested  in  the  education  of  the  blind,  both  in 
the  United  States  and  Europe.  Public  meetings  and  Conventions  have 
been  held,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  a  deep  impression  has  been  made 
upon  the  country  in  respect  to  the  importance  of  the  work  of  educating 
the  blind.  Especial  attention  has  been  called  to  the  subject  of  providing 
books  for  the  blind  ;  and  it  is  a  proper  cause  of  pride  to  every  citizen  of 
our  State  that  Kentucky  stands  the  first  and  foremost  State  in  the  world 
where  regular  provision  has  been  made  by  law  for  securing  to  her  blind 
children  a  literature  that  they  can  read. 

Though  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  is  in  its  infancy, 
and  though  many  things  have  occurred  to  delay  and  hinder  its  beneficent 
operations,  it  is  once  more  fairly  at  work,  with  a  more  flattering  future 
before  it  than  ever. 

Previous  to  the  resignation  of  its  first  Superintendent,  through  whose 
active  energy  is  mainly  due  its  establishment,  the  plan  of  its  aims  and 
work  was  laid  before  the  Convention  of  Educators  of  the  Blind  that  met 
at  Indianapolis  in  August,  1871 ;  and  that  body,  recognizing  the  impor- 
tance of  such  a  movement,  adopted  the  following  resolutions : 

"Whereas,  An  institution  has  been  established,  and  is  in  sucessful 
"  operation  at  Loaisville,  Kentucky,  under  the  name  and  title  of  '  The 
"American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,'  whose  object  is  to  farnisb 
"  books  and  school  apparatus  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States,  at  cost  to 
"those  who  are  able  to  buy,  and  gratuitously  to  the  indigent  blind;  and, 

"Whereas,  This  institution  has  been  incorporated  by  the  State  of 
"Kentucky,  and  indorsed  in  several  other  States  by  acts  of  incorporation, 
"organization  of  auxiliary  boards  of  trustees,  legislative  approprintions,^ 
"and  numerous  private  contributions;  and, 

"Whereas,  'The  l^ational  Association  for  Printing  Literature  and  Music 
"Works  for  the  Blind,'  located  at  Philadelphia,  has  united  its  eiforts  with 
"those  of  the  said  'American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind;'  and, 

"Whereas,  We  have  assurance  that  the  Trustees  of  said  'American 
"Printing  House  for  the  Blind,'  are  ready  to  print  in  any  kind  or  kinds 
"of  tj^pe  that  may  be  approved  by  the  superintendents  and  teachers  of 
"the  blind  in  the  United  States,  in  this  Convention,  or  hereafter  ;  there- 
"fore 
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^^Resolved,  That  we  do  cordially  approve  of  the  objects  of  the  'American 
"Printing  House  for  the  Blind,'  and  we  do  hereby  commend  said  institu- 
"tion  to  the  patronage  of  the  several  institutions  for  the  blind,  and  the 
"blind  themselves,  throiigbout  the  United  States. 

''Besolved,  That  while  this  Convention  heartily  approves  the  print  and 
"the  objects  of  the  'American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,'  and  all  other 
"existing  establishments  that  have  for  their  object  the  printing  of  bookg, 
"and  making  of  apparatus  for  the  blind,  it  is  also  our  opinion  that  the 
"whole  matter  of  patronage  rests  with  the  several  institutions,  and  that 
"the  publishing  of  books  should  be  governed  by  the  law  of  supply  and 
"demand." 

At  this  Convention  also  a  proposal  was  made  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Euggles,  of 
Boston,  whose  great  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity  have  won  for  him  a 
large  fame  and  fortune,  and  who  was  for  years  connected  with  the  Institu- 
tion for  the  Blind  in  New  England,  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
S.  G.  Howe.  This  proposal  was  so  remarkable  in  its  character,  and  has 
affected  so  much  the  operations  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  that  we  give  it  in  the  words  in  which  it  was  offered  to  the  Conven- 
tion. 

"If  all  the  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  in  the  United  States,  will  choose 
"a  Publishing  Committee — said  Committee  representing  all  said  Institu- 
"tions — whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  what  books,  maps,  etc.,  shall  be 
"printed — the  number  of  copies  in  each  edition — and  how  to  be  dis- 
"tributed  among  the  different  blind  people  and  institutions — I  will  get  up 
"an  improved  printing  establishment,  supplied  with  all  the  necessary 
"printing  presses,  all  the  type,  of  various  kinds,  for  books,  maps,  and  all 
"other  work,  together  with  all  the  conveniences  for  electrotyping  and 
"stereotyping — and  also  all  the  appliances  necessary  for  the  manufacture 
"of  the  school  apparatus,  and  all  things  needed  for  the  successful  opera- 
"  tion  of  the  entire  mechanical  departments  of  such  an  establishment — 
"and  all  at  my  own  expense,  without  any  charge  or  cost  to  said  Com- 
"  mittee  or  Institutions — and  I  will  also  superintend  the  same  without 
"pa}^  or  cost  to  any  one,  my  sole  object  being  to  give  the  blind  the  bene- 
" fit  of  all  the  improvements  which  I  have  thought  out  and  perfected 
"within  the  past  ten  years,  and  which  I  believe  will  be  found  to  be 
"nearly,  or  quite,  as  much  in  advance  of  the  present  modes  of  instruc- 
"tion,  printing,  etc.,  as  the  improvements  which  I  made  in  1835  were  in 
"advance  of  everything  prior  to  that  time." 

The  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  actuated 
by  the  sole  desire  to  aid  the  blind  in  obtaining  books,  and  moved  by  a 
spirit  of  the  highest  philanthropy,  consented,  upon  Mr.  Euggles'  applica- 
tion to  them,  to  loan  to  him  the  beautiful  and  complete  press  invented 
and  manufactured  by  Mr.  Euggles  himself  for  them  several  years  before. 
This  loan  was  made  to  facilitate  Mr.  Euggles  in  his  experiments,  and  to 
enable  him  to  bring  his  various  inventions  to  a  more  rapid  completion. 
The  press  was  in  Mr.  Euggles'  hands  for  the  greater  part  of  a  year,  when 
it  was  recalled  in  tim1e  to  exhibit  to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  at  the  Louis- 
ville Industrial  Exposition,  that  it  might  be  more  generally  known  what 
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our  State  was  doing  for  her  blind  wards.  Immediately  upon  the  close  of 
the  Exposition  the  Trustees  took  the  most  active  measures  to  resume 
printing  in  the  most  complete  and  thorough  manner.  They  feel  that 
they  have  in  charge  a  work  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  they  mean  to 
carry  it  on  in  a  manner  that  shall  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  State,  and 
place  the  name  of  Kentucky  foremost  in  the  world  for  the  noble  and 
wise  care  she  takes  of  her  blind.  To  that  end  they  have  newly  fitted  up 
the  printing  department,  and  placed  a  Baxter  steam  engine  in  position  to 
furnish  power  for  their  press.  It  is  believed  that  this  marks  an  era  in 
the  history  of  printing  for  the  blind,  and  that  it  is  the  first  time  that  the 
systematic  application  of  steam,  under  the  auspices  of  any  State,  has  ever 
been  employed  in  this  work.  Under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Kentucky,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
whose  Legislature  last  year  set  apart  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
whose  annual  interest  was  to  go  to  the  support  of  the  American  Printing 
House,  and  with  the  increased  revenue  that  will  come  from  the  union  of 
other  States  in  this  great  work,  an  impetus  will  be  given  to  the  cause  of 
education  among  the  blind  that  will  raise  our  country  to  a  place  of  still 
higher  eminence  than  the  one  she  now  enjoys  in  respect  to  everything 
that  pertains  to  a  wise  philanthropy. 

The  objects  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  have  been 
materially  advanced  by  the  generous  interest  and  unwearying  industry 
of  Mr.  William  Chapin,  the  able  and  revered  Superintendent  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Blind.  Those  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Blind  will  remember  the  disinterested  ef- 
forts of  Mr.  Chapin  before  our  Legislature,  over  thirty  years  ago,  to  secure 
the  establishment  of  the  school;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  a 
new  debt  of  gratitude  has  been  laid  upon  us  by  the  constant  aid  and 
encouragement  that  Mr.  Chapin  has  given  to  this  new  Institution,  whose 
purposes  correspond  so  much  with  the  tenor  of  his  whole  life.  Owing 
mainly  to  his  influence,  the  J^ational  Association  for  Printing  Musical 
Works  for  the  Blind  has  fully  merged  itself  into  the  organization  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  has  turned  over  all  its  books, 
type,  and  stock  to  our  Trustees.  By  virtue  of  this  arrangement,  we  came 
into  possession  of  several  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  books;  and  the  blind 
of  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  'New  Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania  are  now  entitled, 
free  of  charge,  to  the  following  books,  which  are  also  sold  to  others  at  the 
annexed  cost  prices:  Gray's  Fables,  $1  50;  Midsummer  Night's  Dream, 
$2  00;  Fables  for  Children,  $1  50;  King  Lear,  $2  50;  Yirgil's  iEneid 
(Latin),  $3  00;  Macbeth,  $2  00;  ,Musical  Dictionary,  $3  00;  Compendium 
of  American  Literature,  $3  00;  Life  and  Beauties  of  Shakspeare,  $3  00; 
Etymology,  a  class-book,  $3  25;  Select  Hymns,  $2  50. 
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In  addition  to  these,  the  Philadelphia  Board  are  printing  in  Philadel- 
phia Marcx's  Universal  School  of  Music;  and  we  have  in  press  in  Louis- 
ville A  Book  of  Arithmetical  Examples.  Other  books  will  be  published 
as  speedily  as  possible,  and  nothing  will  be  left  undone  to  forward  the 
interests  of  the  blind. 

At  the  Convention  of  the  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  held  in  Indianapolis, 
a  series  of  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  that  deserve  recording 
here,  because  they  give  an  authoritative  opinion  in  reference  to  certain 
schemes  that  have  been  prominently  brought  before  the  country  by  sel- 
fish and  incompetent  men.  They  explain  themselves  ;  and  in  the  remarks 
that  were  made,  the  man  alluded  to  in  them  was  unhesitatingly  denounced 
as  an  impostor  and  swindler. 

The  resolutions  read  as  follows : 

"Whereas,  Mr.  Dempsey  B.  Sherrod,  in  various  public  circulars  and 
"newspapers  throughout  the  country,  has  given  the  names  of  nearly  all 
"the  American  Institutions  for  the  Blind  as  indorsing  his  plan  of  a  Uni- 
"versity  and  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
"thereby  gaining  the  confidence  and  co-operation  of  many  respectable 
"persons;  and 

"Whereas,  He  has  made  application  to  Congress  for  a  large  appropri- 
ation for  such  object;  and 

"Whereas,  The  several  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States 
"are  able  and  willing  to  make  all  necessary  provision  for  the  higher 
"  education  of  the  blind  in  the  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning  for 
"  the  seeing,  already  existing  in  the  several  States;  therefore, 

^'- Eesolved,  That  this  Convention,  representing  the  Institutions  for  the 
"Education  of  the  Blind  in  the  United  States,  have  no  confidence  in  the 
"plans  of  Mr.  Dempsey  B.  Sherrod,  for  the  establishment  of  a  University 
"and  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  in  Washington  City,  and  hereby  dis- 
"  own  all  connection  and  sympathy  with  the  same. 

^^Jiesolved,  That  this  Convention  regards  the  establishment  of  any  Col- 
"  lege  or  University  for  the  Blind  as  unnecessary,  and  even  prejudicial  to 
"their  interests;  and  the  Convention  strongly  recommends  that  the  efforts 
"and  contributions  of  benevolent  persons,  who  desire  to  benefit  the  blind, 
"be  turned  in  some  direction  more  likely  to  promote  their  welfare. 

^^  Besolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolutions  be  furnished 
"to  the  associated  press,  with  the  request  that  they  be  published  in  the 
"leading  papers  of  the  United  States;  also,  that  the  secretary  be  re- 
"  quested  to  furnish  copies  of  the  same  to  the  leading  newspapers  in  Bal- 
"timore,  Washington,  ^ew  Orleans,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Louisville,  Ky., 
"  and  also  to  the  presiding  officers  of  both  Houses  of  Congress." 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1871,  Mr.  Bryce  M.  Patten  resigned  his  Saper- 
intendency  of  the  American  Printing  House  and  his  position  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  and  submitted  the  following  report: 
''To  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind: 

"I  come  to-day  to  make  a  final  report,  as  the  Superintendent  of  the 
American  Printing  Hduse  for  the  Blind. 

"The  resolution  formed  in  early  youth  to  devote  my  life  to  the  education 
of  the  blind  has  not  changed  ;  but  since  I  resigned  my  office  as  Superin- 
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tendent  of  the  Kentucky  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  in 
August,  1871,  I  have  entered  into  engagements  which  will  frequently  call 
me  from  Louisville  during  the  coming  year,  and  I  deem  it  to  bo  my  duty 
as  Superintendent  and  Trustee  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  to  tender  my  resignation,  to  take  effect  as  soon  as  I  shall  have 
had  a  final  settlement  with  your  Board. 

"The  receipts  of  the  Institution  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time  have 
been  as  follows : 

Donations  from  citizens  of  Kentucky  in  1860,  J.  M.  Heady,  agent $580  00 

From  Mississippi  Auxiliary  Board  of  Trustees  in  1861 1,005  00 

Donations  from  citizens  of  Kentucky  in  1865,  J.  M.  Heady,  agent 416  00 

Donations  from  citizens  of  Kentucky  in  1866,  J.  P.  Pell,  agent 2,413  GO 

Donations  from  citizens  of  Ohio,  1866  and  1867,  Otis  Patten,  agent 463  25 

Donations  from  citizens  of  Indiana,  1866-67,  Otis  Patten,  agent 161   21 

Donations  from  citizens  of  Illinois,  1866-67,  F.  W.  Ratcliflfe,  agent 623   15 

From  State  of  Kentucky  in  1866 2,580  00 

Interest,  1868-69 360  00 

Sales  of  books  in  1870 .__ 95  00 

Sales  of  books  in  1871 261  00 

Cash  returned  on  account  of  books  returned  from  bindery 86  00 

Total  receipts $9,043  61 

"The  expenses  of  the  Institution  have  been  as  follows: 

From  the  origin  of  the  Institution  to  December  31st,  1865 $912  34 

In  the  years  1866-'67 1,124  49 

In  the  years  1868-'69 919  75 

In  the  year  1870 3,073  71 

In  the  year  1871 . 3,146  79 

Total  expenses $9,177  08 

"In  addition  to  the  vouchers  which,  according  to  law,  have  been  deliver- 
ed to  the  State  Auditor,  I  will  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Institution  original  or  duplicate  vouchers  for  all  the  expenditures  of  the 
Institution  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  two 
vouchers  in  1870,  which  can  be  readily  obtained. 

"The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  was  chartered  b}^  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky  in  the  year  1858 ;  but,  as  may  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  foregoing  financial  statement,  it  received  no  funds  until 
the  year  1860.  In  that  year,  with  the  approval  of  your  Board,  I  ordered 
a  printing  press  to  be  built  for  the  Institution  by  Mr.  S.  P.  Buggies;  and 
it  was  then  hoped  that  the  work  of  printing  in  raised  letters  would  soon 
be  commenced;  but  war  soon  filled  all  parts  of  our  country  with  confusion, 
deterred  agents  and  auxiliary  boards  of  trustees  from  making  reports,  and 
transmitting  the  funds  in  their  hands  to  this  Board,  and  caused  the  edifice, 
in  which  I  hoped  to  place  the  printing  press,  to  be  seized  and  occupied  as 
a  Military  Hospital. 

"After  the  termination  of  the  war  the  work  of  printing  was  commenced; 
but  the  failure  of  the  press  to  give  satisfactory  impressions  caused  most 
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serious  and  embarrassing  delay.  After  inviting  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Euggles,  and  other  eminent  mechanics,  to  the  imperfections  of  the  press, 
without  effecting  any  improvement,  I  instituted  a  series  of  careful  experi- 
ments, and  made  various  alterations,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  perfecting 
the  press,  and  making  it  work  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner. 

"The  want  of  harmony  among  the  blind,  and  the  educators  of  the  blind, 
as  to  the  best  alphabets  to  be  used  in  printing  for  the  blind,  offered  a  very 
serious  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  Institution.  Various  alphabets  had 
earnest  advocates,  some  of  whom  refused  to  patronize  any  printing  Insti- 
tution that  did  not  adopt  their  own  favorite  alphabet.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  seemed  advisable  to  proceed  slowly  and  cautiously  with  the 
work  of  printing;  and,  in  the  third  report  of  this  Institution,  we  an- 
nounced our  determination  to  call  a  Convention  of  the  Educators  of  the 
Elind,  in  the  United  States,  in  order  that  the  claims  of  the  various  systems 
of  printing  might  be  fully  presented,  and  that  the  views  of  the  blind,  and 
the  friends  of  the  blind,  might  be  clearly  expressed.  In  the  meantime 
we  printed,  in  the  alphabets  that  seemed  to  be  most  generally  approved, 
several  valuable  works,  which  have  been  highly  commended  by  all  intelli- 
gent educators  of  the  blind  who  have  examined  them. 
,  *'In  August,  1871,  a  Convention  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Institu- 
tions for  the  Blind  in  the  United  States  was  held  at  Indianapolis,  and  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  the  books  printed  by  this  Insti- 
tution, and  the  alphabets  in  which  those  books  are  printed,  were  fully 
indorsed  by  the  Convention. 

"In  all  my  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  during  the  twelve  years  of  its  existence,  I  have  constantly  endeav- 
ored, with  3"0ur  approval,  so  to  conduct  the  Institution  as  to  make  it  in 
reality,  as  well  as  in  name,  The  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind. 

"With  that  object  in  view,  I  visited  a  few  months  ago  Mr.  Wm.  Chapin, 
President  of  the  National  Association  for  Publishing  Literarj^  and  Musical 
Works  for  the  Blind,  in  Philadelphia,  and  suggested  the  importance  of  a 
union  of  the  Institution  of  which  he  was  President  with  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind.  The  suggestion  was  most  favorably  re- 
ceived, a  correspondence  was  immediately  opened  between  the  two  Insti- 
tutions, with  the  hope  of  securing  so  desirable  a  union,  and  in  May,  1871, 
the  National  Association  for  Publishing  Literary  and  Musical  Works  for 
the  Blind  ceased  to  exist  as  an  independent  Institution,  relinquished  its 
name,  and  became  auxiliary  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind. 

"The  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  with  its  auxiliary  Boards 
of  Trustees,  in  several  of  the  great  States  of  the  Union,  with  funds  in 
the  Treasury  of  Kentucky,  and  in  the  hands  of  auxiliary  Boards,  to  the 
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amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  with  the  nnequaled  reputation  it  has 
acquired  b}^  the  excellence  of  its  work,  with  the  indorsement  of  the 
Superintendents  of  all  the  Institutions  of  the  Blind  in  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  entire  Union  for  the  field  of  its  operations,  gives  the  fairest 
promise  of  continued  prosperity  and  usefulness. 

"This  Institution  commenced  its  existence  in  the  darkest  days  of  our 
country's  history.  Man}^  formidable  obstacles,  not  alluded  to  in  this  com- 
munication, for  years  opposed  its  progress  and  threatened  to  destroy  it. 
Unceasing  vigilance  and  untiring  efforts  were  required  of  him  who,  as 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  and  the  active  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  regarded  it  as  his  duty  to  watch  over  and  protect  it;  but  it 
has  ever  been  to  him  a  labor  of  love;  and,  in  taking  leave  of  the  Institu- 
tion, for  which  he  has  labored  so  long  and  so  earnestly,  and  sacrificed  so 
much,  he  hopes  that  the  future  will  prove  that  his  labors  and  sacrifices  in 
its  behalf  have  not  been  in  vain. 

"  Eespectfully  submitted, 

"BEYCE  M.  PATTEN." 

At  this  meeting  the  thanks  of  the  Board  were  tendered  to  B.  M.  Patten, 
"for  the  skill,  judgment,  and  efficiency  with  which  he  has  discharged  his 
duties  as  Superintendent  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
and  as  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution." 

In  brief,  we  have  only  to  say,  that  the  office  of  Trustee  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind  was  reluctantly  accepted  by  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board;  but  the  difficulties  with  which  the  Institution  has  been 
forced  to  contend,  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  Trustees  in  its  behalf,  the 
generous  devotion  of  its  friends,  the  grateful  appreciation  of  its  work  by 
the  blind,  the  great  good  which  it  has  already  accomplished,  and  the 
promise  of  still  greater  good  which  it  offers  to  this  unfortunate  class,  have 
greatly  enhanced  our  estimate  of  its  value,  and  we  earnestly  and  con- 
fidently commend  it  to  the  friends  of  the  blind  in  America  as  the  surest 
means  yet  devised  for  giving  the  light  of  literature  to  the  blind  of  our 
land. 

W.  F.  BULLOCK, 

T.  S.  BELL, 
T.  E.  BEAMLETTE, 
J.  G.  BAEKET, 
Z.  M.  SHEELEY, 
WM.  KENDEICK, 
^   •  JOHN  P.  MOETON, 

Trustees. 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,        ) 
Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31st,  1872.  j 


CHARTER 


AMERICAN  PRINTING  HOUSE  FOR  THE  BLIND, 


LOUISVILLE,   KENTUCKY. 


%1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky^  That  an  Institution  under  the  name  of  the  American  PmNTiNa 
House  for  the  Blind,  shall  be  established  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  or  its 
vicinity,  and  that  James  G-uthrie,  William  F.  Bullock,  Theodore  S.  Bell, 
Bryce  M.  Patten,  William  Kendrick,  John  G-.  Barret,  and  A.  O.  Brannin, 
and  their  successors,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  declared  a  body-corporate? 
under  the  name  and  style  of  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing 
House  for  the  Blind,  with  the  right  as  such  to  use  a  common  seal,  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  all  courts  of  justice,  and  in  all 
cases  in  which  the  interests  of  the  Institution  are  involved.  The  said 
Trustees  are  hereby  fully  empowered  to  receive  by  legacies,  conveyances, 
or  otherwise,  lands,  money,  and  other  property,  and  the  same  to  retain, 
use,  and  apply  to  the  publishing  of  books  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind; 
and  they  are  authorized  to  purchase  land,  and  erect,  purchase,  or  rent 
buildings  for  the  use  of  said  Institution,  and  to  make  all  such  contracts  as 
may  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  their  incorporation.  They 
may  appoint  such  officers  and  agents  as  may  be  necessary,  may  prescribe 
their  duties  and  fix  the  term  of  their  offices,  and  the  amount  of  their  com- 
pensation:  Frovided,  however,  That  no  contract  entered  into  by  any  officer 
or  agent,  involving  the  payment  of  money,  shall  be  binding  until  ratified 
by  the  Trustees.  The  said  Trustees  are  hereby  invested  with  the  same 
powers  and  privileges  in  regard  to  the  copy-right  of  books  published  by 
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them,  as  are  enjoyed  by  natural  persons.  The  Trustees  may  adopt,  from 
time  to  time,  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  as  may  be  legal  and 
proper. 

§  2.  The  Trustees  shall  elect  annually  a  President,  a  Treasurer,  and  a 
Secretary,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  shall  be  elect- 
ed and  dul}^  qualified.  Said  Trustees  may  prescribe  the  duties  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  said  officers. 

§  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Trustees  to  hold  an  annual  meeting, 
and  other  stated  meetings,  at  such  times  as  they  may  appoint,  and  such 
special  meetings  as  may  be  called  by  the  President  or  Secretary. 

§4.  The  Trustees  shall  require  from  the  Treasurer,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  his  bond,  with  satisfactory  security,  that  he 
will  take  care  of  and  account  for  all  money  and  other  property  of  the 
Institution  that  may  be  intrusted  to  him,  and  that  he  will  faithfully  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  his  office. 

§  5.  The  said  Trustees  shall  have  power  to  invest  any  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  when  to  them  it  shall  seem  expedient,  by  way  of 
loan,  at  any  legal  rate  of  interest,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage  on  real 
estate  unencumbered,  and  of  double  the  value  of  the  amount  loaned  ;  the 
interest  in  all  cases  to  be  payable  semi-annually. 

§  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  before  commencing 
the  publication  of  any  book,  to  request  the  Superintendent  of  every 
institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind  in  North  America  to  make  out, 
and  send  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Printing  House,  a  list  of  such  books  as  he 
may  deem  most  desirable  for  the  use  of  the  blind  j  and  said  Trustees 
shall  select  for  publication  the  book  that  shall  have  received  the  greatest 
number  of  Superintendent's  votes  in  its  favor.  This  mode  of  selecting 
books  for  publication  shall  be  repeated  at  least  once  every  year. 

§  7.  Every  school  for  the  blind,  located  in  a  State  whose  Legislature  or 
citizens  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  American  Printing  House,  shall, 
in  proportion  to  the  funds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  copies  of  every  book 
published  by  said  House,  to  be  distributed  gratuitously  to  such  blind  per- 
sons as  are  unable  to  purchase  them.  And  the  Superintendents  of  said 
schools  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  Trustees  of  said  House  the 
names  and  residences  of  all  persons  to  whom  books  may  be  thus  distrib- 
uted. The  prices  of  books  published  by  this  Institution  shall  be  made  so 
low  as  merely  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  Institution. 

§  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  make  an  annual 
report  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  embrace  a  full  account  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements,  the  funds  on  hand,  the  number  of  books  sold, 
and  the  number  distributed  gratuitously,  and  a  general  statement  of  the 
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condition  of  the  Institution;  and  they  shall  transmit  copies  of  said  re- 
ports to  the  General  Assembly  of  Kentucky,  to  the  Governors  of  the 
States  in  North  America,  to  the  President  of  each  State  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, to  the  Superintendent  of  every  American  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Blind,  and  to  every  person  who  shall  have  made  to  the  Institu- 
tion a  donation  of  five  dollars  the  previous  year. 

§  9.  The  Superintendents  of  State  Institutions  devoted  exclusively  to 
the  education  of  the  blind,  and  the  Governors  of  the  States  that  aid  in 
sustaining  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Presidents 
of  the  State  Auxiliary  Boards  of  Trustees,  shall,  ex-officio,  constitute  a 
Board  of  Visitors,  each  member  of  which  shall  be  at  all  times  authorized 
to  visit  the  Printing  House,  examine  the  books,  and  investigate  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Trustees;  and  the  President  of  any  State  Board  may,  at 
the  written  request  of  a  majority  of  the  Visitors,  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Yisitors,  who  shall  be  fully  empowered  to  investigate  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Trustees  of  the  Institution;  and  in  case  they  shall  fi^nd 
that  said  Board,  or  any  member  thereof,  has  mismanaged  the  affairs  of 
said  Institution  by  malfeasance  in  oflSce,  or  neglect  of  duty,  they  may,  a 
majority  of  three  fourths  of  all  the  members  present  concurring,  de- 
clare the  oflSces  or  office  of  said  Trustees  or  Trustee  vacant,  and  proceed 
to  fill  the  vacancy  by  election  from  the  citizens  of  Louisville  or  its 
vicinity.  Eepresentatives  from  a  majority  of  the  States  that  contribute  to 
the  support  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  of  the  Board  of  Yisitors,  and  each  State  represented  shall  be 
allowed  one  vote  in  the  action  of  the  Board.  Notice  of  every  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  shall  be  sent  by  mail  to  all  the  members  of  the  Board, 
and  to  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  at 
least  one  month  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting. 

§  10.  The  Trustees  of  said  Printing  House  shall  continue  in  office  until 
their  offices  shall  become  vacant  by  resignation,  neglect  to  act,  death,  re- 
moval from  the  State,  or  removal  from  office,  as  hereinbefore  provided 
for.  All  vacancies  caused  by  resignation,  neglect  to  act,  death,  or  removal 
from  the  State,  shall  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  Board. 


